
Dear Parents,                                                                                   

Welcome to 6th grade Language Arts!  We only have your child a portion of each day, but would like to make a 

contribution that will last a lifetime.  

As students move from elementary into middle school, there are many changes.  Please take a moment to 

read over the content and expectations.   

LA 6 

In Language Arts, students will be covering both writing and reading standards. 

Reading: Each 6 weeks will focus on district specified content. Students will keep notes and activities in an 

Interactive Notebook or INB. The INB should be kept in a student’s binder and be brought to class each day, 

however, it can be brought home to complete work or for parents to check in on students ́ progress. 

Writing:  Students will write almost every day experiencing a variety of genres. They will receive instruction on 

and practice the qualities, techniques, and strategies, culminating in a final paragraph or paper. Students will use an 

Interactive notebook (INB) for this class as well. The interactive notebook will contain notes, brainstorms, activities, 

rough drafts, and revisions. All work in the INBs is graded. 

LA 6 Homework:  Students are expected to read 20 to 30 minutes a night or a minimum of two hours a week. We 

will assist students in selecting an appropriate book. A weekly reading log is required, which will be due on Fridays 

and are not accepted late. This will be 10% of the grade. In addition, any work not completed in class becomes 

homework. Please check planners/INB frequently for assignments, due dates, and activities. 

Grading for Language Arts will be based on several factors: 
• Homework:  At Home Reading (10%) 
• Classwork/homework: (weighted 40%) which includes: practice, notes in the INB, collaborative work, 

independent practice, and any other specified instructions 
• Assessments: (weighted 50%) concepts taught and practiced in class will be assessed. Students who do not 

demonstrate proficiency will have an opportunity to retake an assessment for a higher grade. 

LA 6 Enrichment 

In LA Enrichment, students will focus on reading standards and higher level comprehension skills.  Students 

will be reading a great deal this year and are required to have a book every day in class.  In addition, students will 

read a variety of assigned material selected to teach and reinforce concepts. Each 6 weeks will focus on district 

specified content. Students will keep notes and activities in an Interactive Notebook or INB. The INB should be kept 

in a student’s binder and be brought to class each day.  

LA Enrichment Grading 

• Independent Reading (Reading Zone weighted 10%) 
• Classwork/homework: (weighted 40%) which includes: practice and notes in the INB, collaborative work, 

independent practice, and any other specified instructions 
• Projects/ Assessments: (weighted 50%) concepts taught and practiced in class will be assessed. 

 

Grading: The Salem-Keizer School District uses an online grading program called Synergy.  The program allows 

you to log in and see your child’s current grade. Students earn letter grades of A, B, C, D, F, which are based on 

demonstration of a skill or requirement. 



A=3.5 to 4.00               87.5% to 100%     Advanced 
B= 2.76 to 3.49                69%    to 87.4%    Proficient   
C=2.01 to 2.75                 50.1% to 68.9%    Basic 
D=1.51 to 2.00                 37.7% to 50%       Basic 
F=0 to 1.5                        0%      to 37.6%    Below basic 
HB = 0                            0%     Handed back for correction 
NHI = 0                          0%     Not handed in 
In = not graded               Handed in, but not yet graded. Does not affect grade.            

Study Habits and Citizenship: Although letter grades are important, citizenship and study habits reflect the 

characteristics of a life- long learner.  On each 6-week progress report, your child will receive an O, S, N, or U. I 

will go over these guidelines with students.  In addition, there is a rubric in the parents’ handbook outlining these 

expectations for your and your student’s reference.   

Study Halls: Sometimes students need additional help outside of class time.  After school Whiteaker has study halls 

for our students.  Feel free to plan a time if you would like to utilize this opportunity for your child. Students can use 

this time for additional instruction and practice on a concept before retaking an assessment or for homework 

completion. 

T.A.G. ~All Students, including Talented and Gifted will have regular assessments to determine the level and rate of 

student learning. Below are some of the Differentiated Instructional Strategies used in class to meet the needs of all 

students. 
•   Acceleration/Enrichment – materials/instruction at a quicker pace or at a deeper level than standard instruction 

and materials, as needed. 
•   Independent Study/Project – Designed to allow a student to pursue an area of special interest independently and 

at his/her own rate. 
•  Flexible Grouping – Student are grouped together to receive appropriately challenging instruction. 
•   Learning Styles – Different approaches or ways of thinking, i.e., auditory, tactile kinesthetic, and visual. 
•   Higher Level/Critical Thinking – Higher order thinking skills to gain understanding of complex problems or 

ideas. 
 

How can you help?  Many parents ask how they can help their middle school student. There are a number of ways 

to support them. 
·        Check their planner /INB 
·        Help them to keep their binder and backpack organized 
·        Make sure they have the materials needed for academic success (pencils, paper, etc.) 
·        Read to them and/or listen to them read 
·        Provide a quiet place for them to work and read (away from television or other electronics)   and schedule a 

time for homework and reading 
·        Have them read their writing to you or suggest ways they might revise for improvement 

We are here for your child so please let us know if you have any questions. We look forward to assisting their 

transition into new expectations and responsibilities.   

  

Sincerely, 

The 6th Grade Language Arts Team 

I have read and understand the expectations:  

Parent Signature_________________________________________ Date______________________________  
 


