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Our class is a semester long exploration of the history and geography of the USA from Colonial Times 

through the Civil War & Reconstruction. Inquiry drives the course, giving students the opportunity to ask 

relevant questions;  

• What are the foundational values of the USA?,  

• How has compromise and conflict affected the USA both today and in the past?  

• How does the government respond to shifting values and social pressure?  

• What does it mean to ‘have justice for all’? 

• How have various people groups fought for and obtained equality? 

• What rights and responsibilities does the Constitution and Bill of Rights give to those living in the 

USA? 

Our course is broken into three thematic modules that combine the history and geography of the United 

States; Freedom, Justice, and Equity/Equality. Each six week module asks students to analyze important 

historical events and make connections to present day. Students will able to evaluate history from a 

variety of perspectives. They will use maps to identify national/local sites of significance and track 

development & growth over time.  

Supplies: Students will need a notebook or designated spot in their binder for notes and assignments.  

Homework:  I value and appreciate the competing demands on home and family life. Our class will have 

no homework. There will be periodic map tests that students need to study for, but test dates will be 

scheduled about a month in advance.  

Absences/Make-up: Upon their return to school, students can check with peers to see what they’ve 

missed as well as pick up copies of handouts from the green ‘extras’ bin in class. After an extended 

absence, students need to make contact with me in order to discuss make up work.  

Grading Scale: In order to help make the transition to high school go smoothly, the traditional grading 

scale will be used.  100-90 A, 89-80 B, 79-70 C, 69-60 D, 59 & below F. 

Extra Credit: Students are given the opportunity to read a selected historical fiction novel. The book 

selection is posted on our classroom door each month. Once students have finished reading the book, 

they meet with me to discuss their reading. After discussing the book selection, up to 20 points of extra 

credit will be applied to the gradebook.  

Respect: Our student community comes from a diversity of backgrounds and experiences, because of 

this, it is of the utmost important that students respect one another’s ideas and opinions. The United 

States is a country founded upon the principles of equality and freedom, as such, our classroom is a 

place where all voices will be heard and all people will be treated with dignity.  

The best way to reach me is via school email: heather_woodward@salkeiz.k12.or.us.  
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