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8th Grade Science Course Description 
The science program for 8th grade is an integrated approach that is rich in content and practice. Modern NGSS science standards are 
now used to cover Earth, Life, Physical, and Engineering sciences. This activities-based course is designed to develop the student’s 
skills in using the scientific inquiry method of investigation. Students can expect to learn through an organized Science Interactive 
Notebook (INB), labs, and many literacy strategies. NGSS standard based topics covered this year will be Motion and Forces (PS), 
Waves (PS), Evolutionary Biodiversity (LS), Electricity and Magnetism (PS), Human impact on the Earth and Earth’s resources (ES), 
History of Earth (ES), Space (ES), Heredity (LS), and Engineering & Technology (ETS). 
 

Daily Materials:  Students are expected to have the following materials every day:  
❖ Spiral notebook (A sturdy 100 page spiral is highly recommended) 
❖ Scotch Tape 
❖ Highlighters (5 colors recommended…Green, Yellow, Pink, Orange, Blue) 
❖ Pencils 
❖ Scissors, Colored Pencils, Calculator, and Metric Ruler are recommended and not required 

 
Guidelines for Success:  Success in science stems from students willing to set and meet their own goals.  After 20+ years teaching 
middle school science, I have noticed students who are the most successful in my classes possess many of the following skills:   
                     1. Inquisitive/Curious   2. Organized    3. On-time    4. Interact    5. Accountable   6. Respectful 

 

Classroom Rules and Consequences:  Science classroom/lab rules are put into place to foster a safe and purposeful learning 
environment and are not limited to… 

1. At NO time will disruptive behavior will be tolerated in the classroom. Behavior of student will be such that NO harm 
will be brought to self or others. 

2. ALL property will be respected regardless of ownership. 
3. Students will come to class prepared daily with all materials including their Science Interactive Notebook. 
4. Situations not covered in the classroom rules and/or the behavioral expectations as described in the WMS 

student/parent handbook will be subject of review by Principal/Assistant Principal. 
 

        1st Offense = Redirect*                2nd Offense = Email home or Phone Call or Interventions*           3rd Offense = Office Referral 
              * At any time, inappropriate behavior justifying immediate attention will result in office referral.  
 
Activities:  Students will engage in major projects and activities involving experimentation, collaboration, and inquiry both in and 
out of the classroom. Students may need to bring supplies from home from time to time.  Please contact me if you are uncertain of 
the requests of materials.   
 

Grading:  8th grade science uses a total point grading scale, like many high school science classes. The Interactive Science Notebook 
and Quizzes will count toward 40% of a student’s overall grade. End of Unit Assessments and Major Projects will count toward 60% 
of a student’s overall grade. All class work and homework will be completed and secured in the Interactive Science Notebook and 
are designed to help students move toward mastery of each standard being taught. Assessments will closely follow Oregon, SKSD, 
and NGSS standards/targets, which highlight what students need to know in preparation for high school.  
 

Grading Scale:        100%  - 90.0% = A        
89.9% - 75.0% = B        
74.9% - 60.0% = C        
59.9% - 45.0% = D        
44.9% -    0%    = F 

 
IEP/TAG/ELL/IE/Health and 504 students:  I work diligently to familiarize myself with every one of my students’ specific needs (even 
if your child doesn’t fall under one of the below categories. Assignments can be easily adjusted as needed as we move forward into 
the different units of study. If you have any additional questions regarding the rate or level of work don’t hesitate to contact me.  
  

❖ TAG CONSIDERATIONS – assignment modifications, small grouping, enrichment, flexible grouping, learning styles, and higher-level critical 

thinking 

❖ IEP/ELL/IE/Health/and 504 CONSIDERATIONS – reviewing all individualized documents and working closely with case managers to 

ensure I am meeting their individual needs.  

 
Students Name (print): ______________________________         Parents Signature: _____________________________________ 

Because students are allowed to use their science INB’s as a resource 
during End of Unit Assessments, re-takes and/or second chances are 
not allowed.  If special circumstances arise, adjustments can be made 
if deemed necessary.  I strongly encourage all students to keep an 
organized, accurate, and complete science INB for success in 8th grade 
science. 
 

 


