
2019–20    6th  Grade Social Studies syllabus.    Mr. Earl.       Whitaker Middle School.  

 

Email:                Earl_Shep@SALKEIZ. K12.OR.US 

 

Welcome to six grade social studies! We will begin our study with our personal family histories and then an indepth look 

at geography which will include map skills and earthquake preparedness; afterall, we do live in Oregon. We will follow 

this with a short look at the beginning of civilization and  then use this information as our basis for the examination of 

the rise, decline, and legacy of different  civilizations in the western hemisphere. We will also explore how geography 

has impacted cultural and population changes throughout history, especially today. 

 

Students are expected to:   

 One, be on time and be prepared.  

Two, actively engage in learning by listening to instructions and participating in all activities. Three,  show kindness and 

respect to others, following the Whitaker Way. 

 

Grading 

We will use a  four point proficiency grading scale to determine letter grades grades.  Grades will be weighted as follows. 

Daily assignments and projects- 60%. Tests and assessments- 40%. 

 

Interactive notebooks (INB). These will be made in class and used for daily assignments. Grades will be earned based on 

completion, correctness, and creativity. This is in accordance with the INB rubric. Totals will be taken at the end of each 

unit for an assignment grade. INB’s may be used for assessments. 

 

I am thrilled to be teaching social studies. I have taught sixth grade social studies here at  Whiteaker on many occasions, 

even though my main assignment is Industrial Arts. I have been teaching since 1990 where I received my MAT from 

Willamette University in Elementary Education. I have been here at Whitaker since 2003. 

 

Please email me with any questions or concerns.  

I hope I get a chance to meet all my parents in person.  

 

Thanks so much, 

 

 

 Sincerely, Shepherd Earl 

 


